
Why Was FAzA Created?
Friends of Arizona Archives (FAzA) was

founded in January 1997 to promote the con-

struction of a new storage and research facility

for the Arizona State Archives.

After a long and arduous campaign by a

grassroots coalition of archives users and sup-

porters, in which FAzA played a major role, a

new archives building was authorized by the Ari-

zona legislature in 2004.

Construction of the Polly Rosenbaum Ar-

chives and History Building began in January

2007. In late 2008 staff members began mov-

ing records into the building, which is a state-

of-the-art facility with modern storage equip-

ment, full environmental controls, and robust

security.

Today FAzA serves as an advocate for Ari-

zona historical archives and their users, pro-

vides training to archivists and archive volun-

teers, and promotes the use of Arizona’s his-

torical archives.

“Many of Arizona’s records
are at risk. Pieces

 of our past are
 lost each year.”

— Arizona Historical Records
 Advisory Board

Working for Arizona’s Archives ...

Friends of Arizona Archives (FAzA) is

Arizona’s only volunteer organization dedi-

cated to protecting the state’s historical records

and ensuring that the public has full access to

those records, both at the Arizona State Ar-

chives and at local institutions.

The completion of a new state archives fa-

cility was a major step toward preserving

Arizona’s historical records, but many challenges

remain.

Local institutions, such as Arizona’s coun-

ties and smaller historical societies, continue to

struggle with limited storage space and inad-

equate facilities. Confronted with such problems,

records managers often are forced to make deci-

sions that restrict access to historical records.

What You Can Do To Help

• Become a member of FAzA. Your mem-

bership dues help fund FAzA’s advocacy work.

• Sign up for the FAzA LISTSERV, an elec-

tronic mailing list that announces current events

and activities in the archives community.

• Voice your support of Arizona’s historical

archives to the legislators and officials respon-

sible for their funding and maintenance.
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“Our democratic system is founded

on the openness of our government at

all levels to public scrutiny. . . . Without

government records, elected officials can-

not be held accountable. Without these

records, citizens cannot exercise their

rights. Failing to maintain this docu-

mentation breaks a public trust.”

— Society of American Archivists
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What Does FAzA Do?

Friends of Arizona Archives (FAzA) is a

nonprofit educational and advocacy organization.

It serves as an advocate for Arizona historical

archives and their users, provides training to ar-

chivists and archive volunteers, and promotes the

use of Arizona’s historical archives.

Advocacy
As an advocate for the state’s archives and

their users, FAzA:

• brings attention to the poor condition of

many of the state’s historical records, and to the

risks such neglect poses to the study and preser-

vation of Arizona’s history;

• ensures that the public has full access to

historical records, not only at the State Archives

but also at local government agencies;

• promotes and facilitates the designation of

historically significant court cases, a mechanism

by which landmark Arizona legal case files are

preserved for researchers; and

• supports adequate funding and staffing for

the Arizona State Archives and other institu-

tions with archival holdings.

Training
As a professional organization, FAzA is de-

voted to improving the working conditions, train-

ing, career opportunities, and professional devel-

opment of staff members and volunteers at

Arizona’s historical archives.

FAzA conducts workshops and sessions at

the annual Arizona History Convention and

elsewhere around the state. It also provides travel

stipends to young archivists and to graduate stu-
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dents preparing for careers as archivists, enabling

them to attend professional meetings.

Promotion
As a promoter of research activities at

Arizona’s historical archives, FAzA:

• conducts workshops for researchers;

• awards stipends to high school students

to help them do research for National History

Day projects;

• receives private donations for History Day

projects and disburses the funds to high school

teachers to help defray students’ research costs; and

• sponsors the FAzA Award for Excellence

in Archival Research at the Arizona History

Convention.

Who Can Join FAzA?
Membership in the Friends of Arizona Ar-

chives is open to anyone who works at, does re-

search at, or supports Arizona’s historical archives.

In its advocacy work and training activities,

FAzA strives to serve the needs and promote the

interests not only of archivists and researchers,

but also of the general public.

FAzA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation.

Dues and donations are tax-deductible. You may

also join online at www.faza.net.

FAzA LISTSERV

The FAzA LISTSERV is an electronic mail-

ing list that announces current events and activities

in the archives community. To sign up, visit the

FAzA website at www.faza.net. You do not need

to be a member of FAzA to participate.


